Dear Colleagues:
On behalf of the members of the American Reading Forum (ARF), I would like to thank you for all of your hard work to support our organization. As members of ARF, we are privileged to represent you and to provide a true forum for reading education where new research can be generated, research in progress can be refined, completed research can be reported, and reported research can be evaluated.  ARF has a long and distinguished history of influencing change in reading education.   At our May board meeting at IRA we discussed some wonderful new initiatives that support the continued strength of our organization:
· 2011 Conference:  The conference is set for the Sundial Resort and Spa for December 7-10, 2011.  The topic for this year’s conference is The Third Dimension: The Preparation and Practices of Classroom Reading Teachers.  Please make your reservations by November 1st to receive the conference rate. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]2010 Annual Yearbook Publication Update: The deadline for each year is June 15, 2011.  The manuscripts are targeted to be up on the website on or before September 1, 2011. Additionally, due to a change in electronic journal format, a one-time exception for former years’ manuscripts will be allowed and thus previous manuscripts can be submitted until June 15, 2011.
· New Member Basket Raffle:  A basket of books and other goodies will be raffled at the ARF conference.  Any institution may contribute items for the basket (mugs, T-shirts, books, etc.).  Raffle tickets are available to any member who brings a new member (including graduate students) to the conference.
· ARF Listserve:  Any individual can join the ARF list serve – no need for the membership chair to check their membership status.  To join: list@list.appstate.edu – put nothing in the subject line, no signature in the email, subscribe=arf=1
· Graduate Student Scholarships for 2011: The deadline for graduate student scholarships is November 1, 2011.  Graduate students are allowed to submit program proposals by this date.  Graduate students who are students at the time of submission are eligible.  Please send proposals to cindyg@bgsu.edu and nominations to mfrench@lourdes.edu 
· Brenda Townsend Service Award.  Please submit nominations for the award at http://americanreadingforum.org/nominations/index.shtml

During the year the ARF board will be reaching out to obtain your input on issues and concerns.  We are particularly interested in your ideas regarding membership and your thoughts about the current academic climate. In addition to soliciting your opinions, we welcome your suggestions, and can be reached by email.  You can also contact me directly at nanceresearch@gmail.com.
Best Regards,

Nance S. Wilson, Ph.D.
ARF Chair 2011


